
When I was at Toyota at a math field day years ago, a gentleman wheeled in a large covered
object that looked like an incubator. He asked these questions to the students (answer
those to yourself as you read through this document):

“I have 17 jobs in my company that make $68,000 a year and you only have to do 3 things
to get them, how many people want one?” Would you raise your hand? All of the students in
the room did.

1)   “The first thing you have to do is be on time, and at work, every day. How many people
can still take my job?” Would you raise your hand? All of the students in the room did.

2)   “The second thing is you have to be a collaborative worker. There is not one job in my
company that does not require you to interact with other people during the day. How many
people can still take my job?” Would you raise your hand? Some did and some didn’t in the
room, but the majority still had their hands up.

3)   “And finally, I need you to be a critical thinker.There is not one time I will come up to you
and say, “Here’s an equation, can you solve that?”, but instead, I will roll this item over to you
and say, “I want you to make it work 2 ½ times faster!” How many people can still take my
job?” Would you still be able to raise your hand? I can tell you, in that room full of extremely
bright mathematicians, not ONE student raised their hand. You could have heard a pin
drop.
As he left the room, he said “And that is why I have 17 jobs that make $68,000 a year!” 

This was the most powerful speech, and one that I will remember forever. As teachers, our
job is to challenge you to be the best that you can be, not only now, but in your future
endeavors. Whatever track you take after high school, the 3 steps above from Toyota can
make you think about what future employers are looking for!

In the years to come, will you be able to raise your hand?
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 Preparing for the future starts now, but how do students apply what they have learned in school to the real world?
Sharing college prep or vocational options and real world scenarios, will help our scholars thrive after high school.
Here are some tips and websites to help students navigate the next step in their life.


